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To assess the baseline occurrence 
of marine mammal species in deep 
waters (2,350-3,850 m) 400 km off 
Angola

• Shipboard survey: 
6-17 September 2018

• Daytime visual observations 
during transit and benthic 
sampling (stationary) via 2 
observers

• Nighttime passive acoustic 
monitoring during benthic 
sampling via C57 hydrophone 
and TASCAM DR-100mkIII 
recorder set to a 96-kHz 
sampling rate at a 24-bit 
resolution so that both low and 
high frequency marine mammal 
vocalizations could be recorded

• 37 cetacean sightings; 5 species
• 62% of sightings were of 

humpback whales – very active
• Fluke photos of 3 humpbacks 

(right) were sent to regional 
catalogs but no matches made

• 2 right whales (possible mother-
calf pair) recorded as southern 
right whales (Eubalaena 
australis) based on the fact that 
they were sighted south of the 
equator, and North Atlantic right 
whales (E. glacialis) are not 
known to move south of the 
equator in the eastern North 
Atlantic.1

• Ultrasonic click bouts and 
buzzes associated with 
odontocete vocalizations but 
not identified to species

This sighting appears to be the first confirmed right
whale sighting in Angolan waters since an individual
was landed in southern Angola in 1913.2,3 Prior to our
2018 sighting, the most recent sighting of a right whale
this far north in the eastern Tropical Atlantic was off
Gabon at 1°S, 8°30'E on 29 July 1999. This individual
was designated as “likely a southern right whale” (New
England Aquarium unpublished data).
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